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FRAMINGHAM,  Mass.  (BP,  ABP,  and 
local  reports)  —  Trustees  of  the  Soudiem 
Baptist  International  Mission  Board 
meeting  May  6-8  in  Framinghami,  Mass., 
terminated  the  service  of  13  missionaries 
who  refused  to  affirm  the  2(XX)  Baptist  Faith 
and  Messa^  (BFM)  by  the  May  5  deadline 
set  by  IMB  President  Jerry  Ranidn. 

The  board  also  accepted  the  resignations 
of  20  workers  who  citM  the  faith  statement 
of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  (SBC) 
as  a  factor  in  their  decision  to  resign.  In 

addition,  10  other - 

missionaries  chose  to 
take  early  retirement 
with  full  benefits 
instead  of  affirming 
the  BFM.  The  board  is 
not  releasing  names 
of  any  of  the  mission 
aries  involved. 

"We  regret  that  any 
of  our  missionaries 
have  chosen  to  resi 
rather  than  affirm  the 
faith  statement,  but 
we 

move  iorwar^i! 
keep  our  focus  on 
sharing  Christ  with  a 
lost  world,"  Rankin 
said.  'We  do  not  want 
anything  to  deter  us 
from  moving  stead 
fastly  toward  com 
pleting  the  unfinished 
task  of  fulfilling  the 
Great  Commission." 

Nearly  99%  of 
Southern  Baptists' 

5,500  overseas  mis¬ 
sionaries  have 

affirmed  the  2000 
BFM.  The  prii 
conflict  cited  by 
sionaries  who  die 
affirm  the  document 
was  a  feeling  that 
signing  an  affirmation 
to  any  faiffi  statement  amounts  to  affirm¬ 
ing  a  creed  —  something  historically 
anathema  to  many  Baptists.  In  addition, 
some  of  the  missionaries  who  resigned  or 
were  terminated  expressed  strong  dis¬ 
agreement  with  particular  sections  of  the 
revised  document  that  ffiey  said  prevented 
ffiem  from  affirming  it. 

Rankin  and  otner  missions  leaders, 
however,  have  insisted  ffie  signing  is  nec¬ 
essary  to  assure  Souffiem  &ptists  their 
missionaries  are  working  wit^  bovmd- 
aries  set  by  the  cemvention.  Rankin  in  the 
past  has  referred  to  unnamed  persons  who 
were  questieming  the  integrity  of  the  con¬ 
vention's  missicHUuy  corps. 

Southern  Baptists  have  always  expected 
missiona^  beliefs  to  reflect  ffie  beliefs  of 
ffie  diurches  that  send  and  support  ffiem, 
Rankin  said.  All  missionaries  on  the  field 
made  a  similar  affirmation  of  earlier  ver¬ 
sions  of  BFM  when  they  were  appointed. 

IMB  officials  have  pointed  out  that  ffie 
affirmation  process  allows  a  worker  to  note 


minor  disagreements  based  on  the  Bible 
and  continue  to  serve,  as  long  as  the  mis¬ 
sionary  promises  to  work  in  accordance 
with  ana  not  contrary  to  the  faith  statement 
"We  are  grateful  that  these  missionary 
personnel  currently  serving  and  sent  out  in 
the  last  two  years  have  readily  endorsed 
the  SBC  confession  of  faith,"  Rankin  said. 
"It  is  not  appropriate  to  expect  Souffiem 
Baptists  to  support  those  who  are  not  will¬ 
ing  to  work  in  accord  with  what  the 
denomination  confesses  to  believe.  To  do 


so  would  undercut  ffie  credibility  and  con¬ 
fidence  in  the  IMB  as  a  denominational 


mission 


be  required  to  sign  ffie  2000  BFM,  they 
have  continued  to  rotmdly  endorse 
Rankin's  rrauest.  "This  is  not  a  one-man 
decision,"  Bob  Claytor,  chairman  of  the 
board  of  trustees,  said.  "The  SBC  family 
has  been  in  strong  agreement  concerning 
our  statement  of  faith.  CXtr  board  reflects 
that  agreement  and  99%  of  our  missionar¬ 
ies  are  also  in  strong  agreement" 

Missionaries  were  first  asked  by  Rankin 
through  a  letter  to  reaffirm  the  BFM  in 
Januaiy  2002.  In  the  letter,  Rankin  said  that 
affirming  the  current  statement  would  help 
the  agmor  "move  beyond  a  continuing  and 
potentially  damaging  issue  ffiat  could  dis¬ 
tract  us  from  our  mission  task,  unnecessar¬ 
ily  create  suspicion  on  ffie  part  of  some  and 
erode  ffie  support  of  you  and  the  IMB." 

In  April  of  this  year,  Rankin  asked  all 


overseas  missionaries  who  had  not  yet 
affirmed  the  BFM  to  make  their  decisions 
by  May  5.  He  appealed  to  ffie  workers  to 
either  promise  to  work  in  harmony  with 
the  faitn  statement  or  tender  their  resigna¬ 
tions  by  that  date. 

A  final  tablulation  by  IMB  has  listed  34 
other  missionaries  who  resided  during 
2002  and  cited  the  BFM  as  a  rector  in  their 
decision.  As  of  this  month's  meeting,  the 
total  number  of  missionaries  refusing  to 
affirm  the  faith  statement  stands  at  77. 

The  IMB  has  5,500 
missionaries  serving 
among  1,497  people 
groups  around  the 
world.  Missionary 
attrition  was  not  sig¬ 
nificantly  higher  th^ 
usual  in  2002,  though 
some  observers  pre¬ 
dicted  an  exodus  of 
missionaries  over 
BFM  issue.  The  attri¬ 
tion  rate  in  2002  was 
5.2%,  only  .1%  higher 
than  2001  and  square¬ 
ly  in  the  middle  of  the 
rai^e  since  2000. 

Retired  pastor 
Frank  Gunn  of  Biloxi, 
who  is  completing^his 
second  term  as  an  IMB 
trustee,  said  after  the 
meeting  that  when  he 
researened  the  BFM 
issue,  "I  was  cunazed 
when  I  discovered  ffiat 
missionary  candidates 
were  r^uired  to 
affirm  a  doctrinal 
statement  which 
revealed  that  their 
beliefs  were  consistent 
with  the  generally 
held  doctrines  of  die 
Southern  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention,  even  back  in 
die  19di  century. 

"Since  1970,  under  die  leaderslw  of 
(Foreign  Mission  Board  Presidents)  raker 
James  Cauthen  and  Keidi  Parks,  eve^  mis¬ 
sionary  appointed  by  die  Foreign  Mission 
Board  signed  a  statement  that  he  or  she 
had  read  and  was  in  agreement  with  die 
Baptist  Faith  and  Message." 

Gunn  pointed  out  the  board's  decision 
in  Framingham  was  unanimous  regard¬ 
ing  the  missionaries  who  declined  to 
sign  the  BFM  affirmation. 

"I  have  had  the  privilege  of  seeing 
phenomenal  growth  during  my  time  as  a 
trustee.  In  spite  of  the  bumps  along  the 
way,  God  continues  to  call  and  people 
are  responding  in  record  numbers  to 
overseas  missions. 

"Our  challenge  is  toprovide  the  funding 
necessary  to  get  diese  God-called  people  to 
the  fields  of  service,"  he  said. 

Wayne  Marshall,  pastor  of  Longview 
Heights  Church,  Olive  Branch,  also  serves 
as  an  IMB  trustee  but  could  not  be  reached 
for  comment  by  publication  deadline. 
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Chrlstions  in  general,  and  Baptists 
in  oarticular,  seem  to  be  a  never- 
ending  source  of  amazement, 
amusement,  and  fear  to  the  self-congratu- 
latu^  intelligentsia  of  this  world  —  you 
know,  die  people  who  believe  they  are 
superior  in  every  way  to  the  rest  of  us  and 
therefore  entitled  to  tell  us  how  we  should 
think  and  live.  A  few  examples: 

•  Abortion  is  a  constitutional  right  that 
involves  nothing  more  than  the  simple 
removal  of  undesired  "products  of  concep¬ 
tion"  from  the  uterus  of  a  woman.  If  you 
believe  otherwise,  you  must  be  a  danger¬ 
ous,  dirt-eating  religious  funda¬ 
mentalist  (and  probably  from  the 
South,  to  make  it  even  worse). 

•  It  is  permissible  for  ill- 
informed  Hollywood  stars  on  the 
radical  left  to  speak  out  on  issues  of 
national  importance,  but  to  chal¬ 
lenge  those  stars  with  the  facts  is 
not  permissible  and  an  imdeniable 
sign  of  yoiu  low  social  caste.  After 
all,  big  Hollywood  stars  are  to  be 
worshipped,  not  questioned. 

•  SodeW  is  to  blame  for  sodopath- 
ic  thugs  who  drop  out  of  school  m  the 
H.  fifth  ^de  to  b^in  their  careers  of 
I  maiiiung  and  killmg  innocent  people. 
J  *•  Your  protests  ttiat  you  are  not  resp^- 

sible  Tor  someone  else's  bad  choices 
merely  spotlights  the  foct  fiiat  you 
didn't  get  acceptra  to  the  right  schools. 

The  elitists  don't  put  a  wmle  lot  of  stock  in 
you  and  me  out  here  in  Eyover  Coimtry. 
We're  always  quotog  die  Bible.  We're  always 
railing  sin  what  it  is.  We're  always  wanting  to 
pray  at  high  school  graduatims  and  die  luce. 
Were  always  answering  our  Saviev's  call  to 
serve  mankind  and  spread  the  Gospel. 

TA»^  1 _ A _ i^A  aU^A _ II _ t _ A _ A 


motives  for  shying  fcxxl  en 
masse  over  the  next  several 
weeks  to  diat  impoverished 
country.  They  have  accused 
us  of  plotting  to  manipulate 
Iraqi  Muslims  into  beccnnii^ 
Christians  with  our  food 
donations.  They  have  pub¬ 
licly  compared  us  to  the 
Crusaders  of  die  distant  ptfat 

"Pushing  a  provcx»tive 
religious  messa^  on  a  waw, 
war-tom  nation  could 
inflame  the  world,"  wrote 
Philadelphia  inepuirer  colum¬ 
nist  Jane  R  Eioier.  The  New 
York  Tunes,  die  Los  Angeles 
Times,  and  the  Washington 
Post  have  likewise  ques¬ 
tioned  the  wisdom  of  allow¬ 
ing  diose  peslw  Christians 
into  Iraq  with  dieir  message 
of  etem^  salvation. 

Fort  Worth  Star-Telegram 
columnist  Molly  Ivins,  who 
has  been  known  to  profane 
God  on  national  television, 
gave  religious  groups  her 
Worst  Idea  of  the  Month 
award  for  their  Iraq  efforts. 

"Fundamentalist 
Christian  missionaries  are 
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tneir  uves  or  me  uves  ot  anyone  else,  even 
if  it  means  some  unimportant  people  have 
to  starve  to  death  in  the  process. 

How  else  to  explain  the  near-universal 
revulsion  amcxig  elitists  to  Southern  Baptists' 
plans  to  help  f^  hiuigry  Irac^?  They  have 
used  grave  undertones  to  question  our 

So  then  neither  die  one  who 

plants  nor  the  one  who  VjUI 
waters  is  anydiing,  but  01^  God 
who  giyes  die  growth,"  1  Cor.  3:7 
states  (HCSB). 

Wie  find  ourselves  in  such  an 
aee  of  me-ism  that  even 


then,  she  wrote,  gomg  on  to  compare 
such  groups  to  a  venereal  disease. 

"The  Southern  Bap^ts  are  poised  to 
deploy  en  masse,  reminding  us  of  Texas 
newspaperman  V^lliam  Brann's  famous 
comment,  'The  trouble  with  our  Texas 
Baptists  is  that  we  do  not  hold  them  vmder 
the  water  long  enough,"'  she  wrote. 

Such  venomous  eimressions  of  opposi¬ 
tion  to  Bimtist  relief  efiorts  have  oeen 
delivered  far  and  wide,  even  though  the 
accusations  of  rampant  proselytizing  are 
lies.  "The  doors  to  Iraq  are  opening  slowly 
but  they  are  openinjg,"  according  to  an 
unidentified  Intematmnal  Mission  Board 
worker  who  recendy  addressed  that  orga- 


Christians  struggle  widi  die  idea 
diat  die  world  IS  "aU  about  me." 
It's  die  idea  diat  I  should  have 
my  way.  I  should  be  die  one  who 
gets  reoignized.  I  should  be  in 
diaige  otTO  world! 

In  the  church  at  Corinth,  the 
Aposde  Paul  found  himself  in 
the  middle  of  a  huge  controver¬ 
sy.  Members  of  the  church  had 
chosen  sides  and  adopted  lead¬ 
ers  for  the  two  sides,  namely 
Paul  and  Apollos.  Paul  has  just 
finished  calling  the  Christums 
at  Corinth  spintual  babies.  He 
remarks  that  there  is  envy  and 
strife  among  them  as  some 
have  declared  themselves  to  be 
followers  of  Paul,  and  others 
followers  of  Apollos. 

Paul  brings  the  church  back 
to  reality  by  reminding  them 
that  Paul  and  Apollos  are  mere¬ 
ly  servants  of  the  Lord  who  are 
fulfilling  their  responsibilities 
of  Christian  service.  Paul  was 
the  planter  and  Apollos  was  the 
one  who  watered.  Then  Paul 
declares  that  God  is  the  one 
who  gives  the  growth. 


Guest  Opinion:  | 
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It 's  not  all  about  us 

W' 

By  J.  Robert  White 

Executive  Director-Treasurer 

V  . 

Georgia  Baptist  Convention 

Resoundingly  Paul  trumpets 
the  trudi  in  verse  7:  'T  am  noth¬ 
ing  and  Apollos  is  nothing. 
Gm  is  everything!  He  is  the 
one  who  brings  the  growth!" 

It  might  Ire  wise  for  every 
minister  and  every  layperson 
to  daily  read  these  wor^  and 
be  reminded  who  is  in  charge. 

We  are  nodiing,  and  God  is 
everydiing.  This  work  of  the 
church  is  not  about  me;  it's  all 
about  God  and  His  Kingdom. 
My  focus  should  be  upon  serv¬ 
ing  King  Jesus.  In  order  to  do 
di&  successfully,  I  am  going  to 
have  to^  myself  off  die  throne 
so  diat  (□irist  may  be  glorified. 

For  me  this  is  as  fresh  as 
today's  experience.  I  had 
preached  what  I  felt  was  a 
strong  message.  People 
exprrased  their  appreciation 
and  commended  my  preaching. 


On  the  way  home  I  was  think¬ 
ing  to  myself,  "You  really  nailed 
that  message  this  morning.  You 
should  feel  good  about  that" 
Then  all  at  once  God  spoke  to 
my  heart.  I  stopped  my  direc¬ 
tion  of  self-serving  thought  and 
said,  "Okay,  how  well  do  you 
think  you  would  do  if  the  iJoid 
took  His  hand  off  of  you  for  one 
mc^arent?  Don't  ever  forget  diat 
any  success  you  have  in  die  pul¬ 
pit  is  not  due  to  your  ability  to 

Eroclaim,  but  God's  ability  to 
less  in  ways  that  are  beyond 
comprehension."  If  there  is  any 
gold  in  this  poor  stammering 
tongue,  it  comes  from  God. 

How  can  I  be  a  Kingdom 
person  unless  my  attitude  is  a 
kingdom  attitude?  My  prima¬ 
ry  ami  must  be  to  build  God's 
Kingdom  instead  of  my  own. 
I  was  attending  an  evange¬ 


nization's  board  of  trustees.  "The  opportu¬ 
nities  may  be  opening  single  file,  but  God 
had  blessed  us.  We  are  treginning  with 
compassion.  Unlike  what  some  are  saying, 
we  are  giving  with  no  strings  attached." 

Those  facts  won't  appear  on  die  pages  of 
many  secular  newspapers  or  the  airwaves 
of  many  broadcasters.  That's  because  it 
doesn't  fit  elitists'  preconceived  notions  of 
who  we  are  and  why  we  do  what  we  do.  As 
the  old  saying  goes,  some  reporters  won't 
let  truth  stand  in  the  way  of  a  good  story. 

In  the  meantime,  we'^11  just  keep  gomg 
wherever  the  Lord  sends  us,  and  doing 
whatever  he  directs  us  to  do.  That's  the 
way  it  always  has  been,  that's  the  way  it 
always  wiU  be,  and  —  most  importantly 
—  that's  the  way  it  should  be. 


lism  conference  in  Alabama 
years  ago  when  the  preacher 
said,  "Some  of  you  folks  talk  a 
lot  about  what  has  happened 
in  your  church  since  you  got 
there.  What  you  need  to  do  is 
go  back  to  your  previous 
churches  and  see  what  God 
has  done  since  you  left." 
None  of  us  is  indispensable. 
We  serve  at  the  pleasure  of 
our  Master  and  He  should  get 
the  glory,  not  us. 

I  TCli^e  that  John  the  Baptist 
had  this  issue  of  attitude  figured 
out  just  right.  When  John's  disci¬ 
ples  saw  everycHie  living  dieir 
side  to  follow  after  Jesus,  diey 
asked  John  how  he  felt  about  it. 
John  responded  by  saying,  "He 
must  increase,  out  I  must 
decrease"  John  3:30.  That's  what 
I'm  talking  about.  That  is  a 
Kingdom  mentality.  It's  not  all 
about  me;  it's  about  our  Lord, 
Jesus  Christ.  When  we  get  diat 
straight  in  our  hearts  and  minds, 
dien  we  will  be  able  to  get  down 
to  Kingdom  business.  We  just 
might  see  the  great  revival  we 
have  been  praymg  fer. 

White  is  a  member  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention’s 
Empowering  Kingdom  Growth 
Tasic  Force.  Commentary  cour¬ 
tesy  of  Baptist  Press. 


The  Baptist  Record- 


May  15, 2003 


1] 


BSU  summer  missionaries  commissioned 


By  Erica  Hanna 


A  total  of  128  collie  stu¬ 
dents  who  were  commissioned 
April  4-6  at  Gulfshore 
Assembly  in  Pass  Christian  will 
serve  around  the  world  this 
Slimmer  as  student  summer 
missionaries.  Hundreds  more 
college  students  joined  tihem 
for  tne  Leadership  Training 
Conference  (LTC)  that  fol — 
lowed  at  Gulfshore 
Assembly,  focusing  on 
preparing  newly  elected 
campus  leaders  for  their 
upcoming  ministries. 

"We  don't  have  a  purpose 
as  leaders  without  jWus 
Christ,”  said  Alan  Oliver, 
2003-04  B^tist  Student 
Union  (BSU)  president  at 
Mississippi  College  in 
Clinton.  '^Without  a  vision 
from  Him,  our  jobs  are 
pointless." 

Tim  Elmore  of  EQUIP 
ministries  in  Atlanta  was  the 
^eaker  for  the  weekend. 
Focusing  on  living  a  pur- 
jx>se-driven  life,  he  encour¬ 
aged  students  to  understand 
their  leadership  s^le  and 
"capture  a  God-sizea  vision." 

The  BSU  praise  team  from 
the  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi  in  Hattiesburg  . 


ing  of  die  BSU  summer  mis¬ 
sionaries  who  will  serve 
throughout  die  United  States 
and  around  die  world. 

These  students  b^an  the 
process  of  applying  for  sum¬ 
mer  missions  in  October  of  last 


being  assigned  to  dieir  summer 
destinations. 


"Missionaries  don't  have  to 
cross  die  street;  diey  just  have 
to  see  the  cross,”  he  said. 

The  missionaries  attended 
an  orientation  prior  to  LTC, 
where  diey  were  able  to  meet 
their  partners  and  receive  some 
information  on  their  job 
descriptions. 

'Td  txiard  the  plane  ri^t  now 
if  I  could.  Ihis  weekerri  made 
me  really  excited,"  said  Lauren 


me  univerei^  m  ^umem  rrayiNC  FOR  FELLOW  MISSIONARIES  —  College  students  from 
Missi^ippi  m  F^ttiesbmg  across  the  state  attending  the  Leadership  Training  Conference  (LTC) 
w-ii-  ^  from  ^p^ji  gj  Gulfshore  Assembly  in  F^ass  Christian  pray  for  their  fellow 

u  Carev  Colley  m  gjujents  missionaries  that  will  oe  on  the  mission  field  throughout  the 

Hamesburg  also  helped  to  summer  of  2003.  (BR  photo  by  Erica  Harms) 


lead  worship.  — 

'1  sensed  God  in  that  place 
when  we  were  worshippmg.  I 
can  already  see  Him  worldng  to 
prepare  my  heart  for  what  I'm 
going  to  experience  diis  sum¬ 
mer,"^  said  William  Carey 
College  student  Dianna  Dill, 
who  will  serve  as  a  student  sum¬ 
mer  missionary  to  California. 

One  of  the  highlights  of  the 
weekend  was  die  commission- 


"I  can't  help  but  dunk  that 
God  is  smiling,"  said  Michael 
Ball,  BSU  director  at  Mississippi 
State  University  in  Starkvule, 
after  the  2003  summer  mission¬ 
aries  were  recognized. 

Elmore  chauenged  the  stu¬ 
dents  as  well  as  the  friends  and 
family  gathered  in  their  sup¬ 
port  to  serve  die  Lord  regard¬ 
less  of  their  location. 


odier  state  in  die  Soudieast. 

Mississippi  is  also  the  state 
with  the  most  missicms  funding 
per  capita,  widi  almost  50%  m 
all  money  given  in  support  of 
the  summer  missions  program 
having  been  given  in  the  past 
10  years. 

Today,  Mississippi  has  34 
collegiate  BSU  pro^ams  and 
continues  funding  students  to 
serve  die  cause  of  Christ  all 
over  the  world. 

"Our  school  has  worked  all 
year  to  raise  money  for  sum¬ 
mer  missions.  Both  our  cre¬ 
ative  arts  teams  and  fundrais¬ 
ers  bring  in  money  that  help 
send  students  like  me  around 
the  world,"  said  Mississippi 
College  student  Holly 
Roberts,  2003  student  sum¬ 
mer  missionary  to  Taiwan. 

The  LTC  served  as  a  chance 
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Jennings,  a  student  at  Mississippi 
State  University  who  will  be 
go^  to  the  Fluuppines. 

The  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  sent  its  first  sum¬ 
mer  missionary  in  1947  to 
serve  in  Hawaii. 

In  the  first  twenty  years  that 
Mississippi  Baptist  Student 
Unions  were  involved  in  send¬ 
ing  out  students  to  die  mission 
firid,  122  students  served  in 
some  capacity. 

Since  the  program  begem, 
2,435  students  have  served  as 
summer  missionaries,  with  more 
than  50%  of  all  students  who 
have  served  in  the  program  hav¬ 
ing  served  in  the  past  fo  years. 

m  a  2001  survey,  Mississippi 
Baptists  had  more  summer-long 
mi^ionaries  in  service  than  any 


for  both  BSU  summer  mission¬ 
aries  and  new  campus  leaders 
to  lecim  about  effective  ministry 
and  encourage  one  another. 

'We  help  each  other  grow. 
We're  going  to  have  to  be  so 
flexible  this  summer,  so  we 
desire  all  die  prayer  and  encour¬ 
agement  we  can  get,”  said 
Nussissippi  State  University  stu¬ 
dent  Forrest  Moss,  summer  mis¬ 
sionary  to  Idaho. 

The  BSU  summer  missions 
program  is  supported  by  funds 
raised  by  the  students  them¬ 
selves  and  by  gifts  to  the 
Mississippi  Cooperative 

Program. 

I^r  more  information  about 
BSU  summer  missions,  contact 
Weaver  McCracken  in  the 
Collegiate  Ministry 

Department  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board,  RO. 
Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205- 
0530.  Telephone;  (601)  292-3302 
or  toll-free  outside  Jackson 
(800)  748-1651,  ext.  302.  E-mail: 
wmccrackenOmbcb.oig. 
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More  than  a  decade  of  denominational  conflict  and  "disruptive 
changes"  at  some  Southern  Baptist  Convention  institutions  are  making 
donors  wary  of  investing  their  money  in  those  institutions,  according  to 
Russel  Dilday,  president  of  Southwestern  Seminary  in  Ft.  Wordi. 


Paula  Smith  accepts  the  position  of  minister  of  education  and  youth  at 
First  Chuidi,  Flowo^.  She  comes  to  the  position  from  North  Carrollton 
Church.  (Editor's  note:  Smith  currently  serves  as  a  consultant  for  the 
Mississippi  Woman's  Missionary  Union.) 


Remains  of  some  70  Biblical  scrolls  believed  to  be  2^)00  or  more  years  old 
are  found  in  a  cave^on  die  shore  of  the  Dead  Sea  about  25  miles  east  of 
Jerusalem.  Hie  discovery  by  Arab  shepherds  is  prodaimed  by  one  archaec^o- 
gist  as  being  "perhaps  the  most  sensational  aidiaeological  event  of  our  time." 


May  15, 2003- 


The  Baphst  Rbcc»rd 


Another  Open  Letter? 


er 


By  Charles  l^rx 
copyright  2003 


AUAM  XOA 
LYSOXAPETMATT 
PV  SPW  ROYJO  YT  KD 
VNYXO  PV  BATET  JOLYTX 
EMXP  NQQ  NMW  EGPM 
NQQ  XOAH  XONX 
KAQYAUA:  VPL  XOALA 
YTMP  WYWALAMJA. 
LPHNMT  XOLAA; 

XRAMXD  -  XRP 
Clue:  H=M 

Have  fun  with  cryptography 
and  exercise  your  Bible  knowl¬ 
edge.  A  King  James  Version 
Bible  verse  has  been  encoded 
by  letter  substitution.  The  same 
letter  is  substituted  throughout 
the  puzzle.  Solve  by  trial  and 
error.  Answer  to  last  week's 
puzzle:  Luke  8:17 


LITTLE  GIANT  MFG.  CO 

li  AC  I  IS  I  li ;  f 

'.V  A  r  I  n  M  f  •  I  '  I 

II  MM  1  ^  miT 


TOLL  FREE  1  800-231  6035 


After  writing  an  open  letter  to 
Wesley  Britt,  (the  outstanding 
yoimg  food>i^  player  from  the 
University  of  Alabama  who  was 
chosen,  yet  declined,  to  be  a 
Playboy  All-American),  1  was 
asked  by  numerous  foils  if  I  was 
going  to  write  a  letter  to  die  cho¬ 
sen,  men  self-disgraced,  rejected, 
and  dejected  coach  of  the 
Universi^  of  Alabama  f6ott>all 
team,  Mil%  Price.  This  man,  who 
had  been  hired  from  his  exalted 
coaching  position  in  Wadiingtcm 
and  acc^ted  the  leadership 
mantle  of  me  great  Tide  tradition, 
was  caught  in  a  swirl  of  accusa¬ 
tions,  rumors,  and  then  confir¬ 
mations  about  his  conduct 
involving  everything  from  his 
heavy  drinking  to  cavorting  with 
strippers.  As  a  result,  he  was 
fired  by  President  Witt  of  die 
University  of  Alabama. 

To  be  nonest,  1  drought  about 
and  even  started  to  wnte  such  a 
follow-up  letter,  but  two  things 
prevented  me.  For  one  thing, 
there  just  was  not  enough  space 
for  me  to  cover  all  tfe  issues 
involved,  and  secondly,  there 
were  other  people  related  to  the 
incident  to  whcMn  1  would  have 
preferred  writing.  Just  think 
about  all  the  folks  involved  in 
this  incident.  Sure,  1  would  have 
liked  to  have  written  to  Mr.  Price 
and  expressed  to  him  how  disap¬ 
pointing  it  is  to  see  someone  m 
nis  leacfership  role,  widi  all  of  its 
possibilities  and  perks,  squander 
It  all  with  such  immoral,  loose, 
cmd  thoughtless  behavior.  I 
would  have  addressed  the  issue 
of  dxe  greater  respcmsibility  diat 
comes  widi  a  leaaership  role. 

Now,  while  1  heard  some  peo¬ 
ple  expressing,  "Well,  he's  just  a 
man  like  any  other  man,"  I 
believe  there  is  an  accountability 
factor  diat  comes  widi  die  accep¬ 
tance  of  leader^p  diat  requires 
higher  standards  to  be  main¬ 
tained.  Regardless  of  die  fact  that 
our  naticH^  mentality  has  been 
somewhat  conditioned  by  years 
of  a  presidency  where  the  tnink- 
ing  was  diat  it  doesn't  matter 
what  a  guy  does  in  his  private  life 
or  concerning  his  ethics  as  long 
eis  he  performs  well  in  the  job  — 


JTfirecti 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


I  believe  that  is  warped  and  dis¬ 
torted  thinking.  Also,  diough 
space  would  not  allow  me  to 
address  it,  I  would  have  liked  to 
have  said  a  few  words  about  the 
lintment  diat  he  has 
out  to  all  of  his  family 
members.  I  would  also  have 
liked  to  have  said  a  few  words 
about  the  senselesaiess  losing 
a  10  million  dollar  contract,  to  say 
nothing  of  the  frustration,  pain, 
and  sadness  he  inflicted  on  a 
group  of  young  men  and  an 
entire  foodi^  program  diat  was 
depending  on  him. 

Hcsiestiy,  I  did  not  want  to 
write  Mike  Price  because  I  would 
have  preferred  to  write  an  (^>en 
letter  to  President  WM  of  die 
University  of  Alabama.  This  man 
is  a  leader!  From  everything  I  can 
discover.  President  Witt  got  the 
information,  sorted  out  die  tects, 
contemplated  the  issues  (bodi 
short  and  long  range),  and 
arrived  at  a  decision  simply  to  do 
die  ri^t  diing. 

While  everyone  who  heis 
been  a  part  of  the  discussion, 
whether  Alabama  alumni,  for¬ 
mer  players  and  coaches,  or  pre¬ 
sent  day  trustees  of  the  school, 
did  not  agree  (in  fact,  some  peo¬ 
ple  say  mat  the  opinion  polls 
were  split  50/50),  President  Witt 
did  what  needed  to  be  done!  The 
other  reason  I  wanted  to  write 
him  was  because  this  man  was 
hired  \>y  the  school  to  come  and 
lead  after  Mike  Price  had  been 
asked  to  come  and  be  the  foot¬ 
ball  coach,  eind  for  anybody  who 
has  any  understanding  at  all 
about  college  foodiall,  especially 
Alabama  food>all,  you  know  die 
sport  is  KING!  Sure,  it  is  a  uni¬ 
versity  and  that  implies  that 
teaching  and  learning,  acade¬ 
mics  and  intellectual  excellence, 
cire  supp<»ed  to  be  at  die  fore¬ 
front.  lA^e  Alabama  has  pro¬ 


Are  you  paying  too  much  for  your  Medicare  Supplement  or 
Prescription  Drugs?  If  yes,  Call  Today! 


Disability  Medicare  Supplement 

Under  age  65 . New  Low  Rates! 

Drug  Card! 


Medicare  Supplement  Age  65-99 

New  Low  Rate  Non-smoker  plan 
Save  up  to  50%  on  your  Medicare 
Supplement...Call  and  ask  about 
our  Low  Non-Smoker  Rates  Today! 


•  New  Prescription  Plan  For  Seniors 

Cal!  today  for  free  information! 


Agents  needed: 

For  complete  details  on  a!!  plans  including 
limitations  and  exclusions  cal!  today. 

Not  connected  with  any  Federal  program. 


duced  some  great  scholars,  diey 
have  produced  more  great  foot¬ 
ball  players. 

In  this  case,  the  president 
could  have  bem  building  his 
own  gallows.  In  his  announce¬ 
ment  ne  was  fair,  honest,  fordi- 
ri^t,  and  compassionate,  yet  he 
dro  what  was  oest!  Period!  His 
(^itions  were  many:  he  could 
have  listened  carefully  to  public 
opinion  polls  (everyone  was  giv¬ 
ing  an  c^tinion);  he  could  have 
asKed  the  movers  and  shakers 
that  have  tiie  greatest  influence 
on  the  athletic  program  and  fol¬ 
lowed  their  guio^ce;  or,  he 
could  have  turned  to  tiie  trustees 
and  placed  it  in  their  lap. 

While  I  am  confident  that  he 
listened  to  what  people  had  to  say, 
he  said  the  tiling  tiiat  must  be 
done.  Not  everyone  agreed  witii 
him.  Some  were  very  outspoken 
against  him.  In  my  c^iinion,  he 
courageously  and  thoughtfully 
did  the  right  thing.  It  was  me  right 
tiling  for  the  foctixall  program.  It 
was  the  right  thing  for  the  players. 
It  was  the  right  thing  for  me  uni¬ 
versity.  It  was  tile  right  tiling  for 
the  Southeastern  Conference.  It 
was  the  right  tiling  for  our  moral, 
etiiical  thinking  as  a  naticxL  It  was 
the  right  thing  tor  other  coaches.  It 
was  simply  me  right  thing! 

Then,  as  I  thoite^  more  about 
writing  a  letter,  I  realized  tiiere 
was  a  group  of  people  tiiat  I 


wanted  to  address  even  more 
than  tiie  coach  or  the  president 
and  that  was  all  of  the  people 
who  quietly,  and  in  tius  instance, 
innocen%,  could  c»ily  sit  by  and 
suffer.  Tnose  people  are  the 
coadies  who  had  ouit  tiieir  jobs 
to  come  and  woix  with  Mike 
Price;  his  fomily  and  especially 
his  two  sons  who  are  in  tiie 
coaching  group;  and,  then,  his 
wife  in  particular  \^tilo  has  to  be 
hurt,  embarrassed,  and  afraid. 
Those  people  also  include  the 
youiig  people  who  have  played 
for  him  in  TO  past  and  tile  young 
men  who  were  pinning  their 
future  hopes  on  1^  abilities,  as 
well  as  TO  student  body  and 
alumni  of  the  university. 

Another  one  of  tive  groups 
that  I  would  have  liked  to  have 
written  to,  in  a  kind  of  open-let¬ 
ter  format,  would  be  the  coaches 
at  every  level  throughout 
America  who  are  tryii^  to  do  the 
right  thing  —  trying  to  uphold 
high  standards,  bving  tiieir  lives 
in  an  exemplary  way  to  influ¬ 
ence  the  lives  of  young  people  in 
the  most  positive  manner.  I 
know  that  TOy  are  out  there  and 
I  know  many  of  them  by  name 
cmd  face,  and  have  watched 
them  as  tiiey  have  stayed  foe 
course  and  made  a  difference.  To 
all  of  tiiem,  I  want  to  say  "Thank 
you!"  Thaiik  you  to  all  me  coach¬ 
es  I  had  foe  privilege  of  playing 
imder  —  men  who  workM  hard, 
instructed  with  intensity,  but  did 
so  without  being  foul-mouthed 
or  vile.  They  touched  me  and  I 
am  grateful! 

So,  to  all  of  those  that  I  will  not 
have  time  to  say  everytiiing  I 
would  like  to,  I  send  you  tiiese 
words  and  hope  that  all  of  us  will 
contemplate  and  comprehend 
the  enormity  of  our  actions. 


'o*  Biblical  Preaching 


The  C«nUr  wm  found  ad  In 
1988  to  promoU  th«  bfi>U««l  «x- 
poalUon  of  God*«  AVord  and  to 
proTlda  practical  training  for 
paatom,  arangaliata  and  lay  laad- 
am  throughout  tha  world.  Dra. 
Staphan  and  David  Olford  ahara 
an  abiding  paaaton  for  ancour- 
aging  and  aquippiag  man  and 
woman  to  rightly  divlda  tha 
Word  of  Truth  and  to  llva  Spirit- 
flllad  Uvaa  Tha  ultimata  anawar 
to  problama  of  avaiy  ago  ia  tha 
anointad  ai^oaltoiy  praaching 
of  God’a  inarrant  and  hofy  Word. 


•Institutes  .  on  biblical 

praaching,  laadarahip,  and  avangallam. 
Dra  Staphan  and  David  Olford,  boat 
apaakara  at  all  avanta,  ahara  tha  pro¬ 
gram  with  an  array  of  guaat  apaakar(a). 

•Workshops  'llva  praach- 

ing*  and  conatructlva  critiqua  of  your 
aarmona,  aklUa,  and  atyla. 

•  (Continuing  Educatkmii 

.  full  program  of  training.  Potantlal 
acadamk  cradlt  offarad  through  afOliatad 
aamlnarlaa  and  6S>la  collagaa. 

Vbit  our  website 

FCMl  SCHEDULE 

&i»ims!! 


What  I  tell  you  in  the  darkness,  speak  in  the  light;  and  what 


our  ear,  proclaim  upon  the 


HouseTops  is  a  Baptist  Record  supplement  produced  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board's  Conmminication  Services. 


(Disciples/up  fRgsource  Sfwpvcase 


in  the  Gap” 


May  22,  2003 

J^rst  (Baptist  CfiuTcfi,  Qidfport 

7-9  p.m. 

Info  locally:  Dionne  WHIiams,  228-832-4311 
For  more  information,  please  call  the  Discipleship  and 
Family  Ministry  Department  at  1 -800-748- 1651. 


With  Ml  My  Heart 

You  arc  invited  to  the 

(Sisters  Who  Care 
House  Party 

This  house  party  is  for  all  women ...  bring  a 
sister  that's  a  different  culture  from  you. 

May  23-24,  2003  •  Patterson  Place 
Camp  Garaywa,  Clinton 


Becky  Brown  Carol  Mickel  will  share  her  heart 
Worship  Leader  about  her  recent  mission  trips. 

Fore  more  info,  call  the  WMU  Department  at  1-800-748-1651  or  in  Jackson  at  601-968-3800. 
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Hispanic  EvaJ 


gelism  Conferen 
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Ghw#  ^ 

Antont^-Tm, 

For  info:  Call  Sonny  Adkins  or  David  Alexander 
1-800-748-1651  or  601 -968-3800 
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Gulfshore  Music  Leadership  Conference 

Gulfshore  Baptist  Assembly,  July  10-12,  2003 
100  First  Street  •  Pass  Christian,  MS  •  228-452-7261 


For  program  information,  contact  the  Church  Music  Department 
at  601  -292-3267  or  1  -800-748-1 651 .  * 

For  registration  information,  contact  Gulfshore  Baptist  Assembly. 


reminder  to 


hray  for  die  M  fludMili  of 
Ond  who  oonplotcd  Iht  final 
leval  of  Endhhmdhs 

the  Maw  TeaianitnQ.  niay  an 

.  00  •  ^  .00 _ .0 _ _  .  /  .  _ 


theyiNMinon 

o .  ^  a  a  a 


Mandinb  to  be  awakened  to 
nality  of  Jeiui  ChriiL 


For  (1)  CMIdreR'i  MMon 
Cmp^  Central  Hifii,  Koachniu), 
3pjii.,2nd-1jMn.,4th(MM); 
(2)  GA  Camp,  Camp  Caraywa, 
gmon,  2nd^^MU);  (3) 
Fleaie  pray  tdlinor  Prime 
Minhito  |M  OdCtien  of 
Canada.  ILmm 


May  1 6  -  June  5,  2003 


Prayer  Ministry  Office  •  P.O.  Box  530  •  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530  •  Phone  601-292-3304  •  Mississippi  PrayerLine  1-800-787-7729  (PRAY) 

FoRdlAmociafional  - u 

Loadeiihip  Trahdnt  Camp 

“■^e  Wish  to  pray  in  the  Spirit  anh  at  the  same  time  Walk  after 
the  flesh.  'This  is  impossible: 

y^lreW  Murray  rdiJaSStf" 

V'  aoHMoifila  law  liUaaflat^  ^Ineoni^^M 


lawhafi  haa  hicowM  wed- 
iNed  tool  for  evappilinn  in 
Unmnay.  MWanary  Off  Can 
wrMaas  *n«y  fiat  Ciod  tvin  we 
themanyqy^fllQjlfcaef 

MfOfllM  pCO* 

iJe  MM  lArirh 

wfilbembdMMltetOHrna- 
men!  lowad  many  to  the 
lord.' 


For  (1)  Amdational  Week  of 
Prayer,  18th  •  24fii  (WMU;  Q) 
She  came  to  dwrdi  for  the  tint 
time  a  few  Sundm  ano  in  the 

^  -  ->«---  m  _  Jfao  ^  ^  - 1 

UQIMMCill  MHMIiW&alR  CliQ 

of  the  aervic?liew|H  to  the 
frant  to  give  hw  te^Mqf;  *1 


For  (1)8  Senior  AdHkCoafnence, 
C<iiMiore,19th.  21et 
((>liFM);(2)PrmforlLMdM., 
Margarita  Ilians  Veneaiela, 
who  accepteddjiriaPiid  an 


love  ai  i  dU  fide  week.  I  now  have 

lOnKMM  W  NNK  lOniWI  V  MtoI 

my  new  Mdi  in  lean  Chriit* 


behmdiidplc 

thenythmi 

toleewandi 


to  leew  and  raondwAt  they 
had  been  eeardiing  for  al  tnoee 
yean.  Pray  for  the  profeeeionah 
on  Margarita. 


remweion,  with  more  mwcl 

- J  - J  8. — 

DSHl^  SUCCUO*  9118  8110  OCT 

liwband,Pailor  F,  have  two 
lonA  agn  13  and  2. 


For  (Dlaeketbafi  Camp, 
Central  HWi,  Koadwb,  27lh  • 
30lh  (MM);  Q)  Pray  for  one  ^ 
the  ladtaa  bOjaroMiJlmitiet 
Church  in^aiHMn  fcede 
around  88  wdnonen  her  home 
each  SatuMpamwiing.  Pray 
IhM  Ml  time  each  wim  woedd 

flHIUvICP  10  UICW  OMOrCfl  m  I 

wonderhd  way. 


li'i’-'.'.IM 

not  yet  bcnevcn. 


1  iT*1  UTT 

1 

Prahe  the  Lonil  The  Nigerian 
Baptht  Convention  ak^  hai 
18  to  IS  home  penomel  icat* 


in  an  effort 
unreached 


port  then  hnimoi  widk  they 
lerae  in  imal  Intorior  churchee. 


For  (1)  Single  Adidt 
Confennca,  CnMdiore  24th  • 
2Mh(MFM);a)Aleaderofa 
world  religion  in  Lai  Cabanai, 
iunaUnuKcwationi 

.1--.  m  u  mt 

mm  evanneiiBimnoi  oie 
devfl  andjKAlmxept  the 
mMpel  iidt|ro  hoTPray  that 
Coo  would  revM  the  truth  and 
fpvt  them  the  courage  to  Hitfn 


For  (1)11  Youfii  Conference; 
Culhliore3(r-|une3rd 
(MBCI),  (2)  Pray  that  a  cure 
can  be  raunilpr  die  SAKS 


wICWQIIl^ 

returnhig  tome  UX  and  teach- 
ere  planning  to  go  to  China  thii 


A  hMi-ranking  govermncnt  ofR- 
dii  of  fiw  Donmrican  IcpuUic 

COMO  0  Morav  wfin  iviiVHOfv  lo 

alChriiiiMMHMdn^ 
which  he  reqlMd  prwer  for 
the  country  andmleilm.  He 
iMed  tint  tHhHleit^obieffl  in 
the  country  bnoTpoverty,  but 
lin.  Pray  that  woiwri  thm  take 


...when 

you 

could 

have 

this? 


Growing  Churches 

July  24-26, 2003  •  Gulfshore  Baptist  Assembly 

LEADERSHIP  TRAINING  AND  PRACTICAL  HELP  FOR: 


% 


SB  SDIPH 


•  Sunday  School 
Teachers 

•  Pastors 

•  Deacons 

•  Church  Staff 


•  Missions  and 
Ministry 

•  Discipleship 

•  Evangelism 


Stewardship 
Family  Ministry 
Church  Media 
Library 


featuring  the 

Annie  Moses  Band 

in  concert 

Make  reservations  now  wiO\  Gulfshore  Baptist  Assembly, 

100  First  Street,  Pass  Qiristian,  MS  39571.  Phone 
reservations  can  be  made  using  Visa  or  MasteiCard  by 
calling  228-452-7261  or  by  fax  at  228452-7263. 

For  program  information,  contact  the  Diacipleahlp  and  Family  Ministry  Department 
at  1-800-748-1651  or  601-968-3800  in  Jackson. 


/.'.A 


vvww.mbcb.oi 


15-Passenger  Van  Safety 
is  Big  News  these  Days! 


Help  your  man  discover 
what  matters  most” 


Transportation  South,  Inc. 

"  .  Bus  and  Van  Sales 

^  12-49  passengers 

CDL  and  non-CDL  buses 
telectlon  and  valua 

1-205-663-2287 


Pews,  pulpits,  baptistries, 
stained  glass,  carpet. 
Van  Winkle  and  steeples. 

Church 
Furnishings  & 

Pew  Upholstery 

Toll  Free 

1-800-821-7263 


Antioch  Church,  Columbus,  First  Church  of  McLaurin, 
will  hold  Vacation  Bible  School,  Hattiesburg,  will  hold 
Exploring  the  Miracles  of  Jesus,  Vacation  Bible  School  on  June 
on  June  2-6  from  9  a.m.-12  p.m.  2-6  from  6-9  p.m. 

The  city  of  Florence  is  spon-  Center  Terrace  Church, 
soring  Ninth  Hour  in  concert  at  Canton,  will  present  By  His 
Hemphill  Park  on  May  17  at  6  Grace  in  concert  for  the 
p.m.  Clear  Branch  Church,  Grobogan  people  of  Indonesia 
Florence,  will  sponsor  addi-  on  May  24  at  7  p.m.  The  concert 
tional  activities  after  the  con-  is  sponsored  by  the  WMU.  A 
cert.  For  more  information  and  love  offering  will  be  taken, 
tickets,  call  (601|  845-6688. 


HieManIn 

IhEMlRRUK 


LifelEty  has  die  sohitHm-a  IS-passenger 
lini-btis  that  meets  Federai  safety  standards. 


The  Baptist  Record 


Family  Bible  Study 

Giving  Unselfishly  to  God's  Work 

Acts  4:32-5:11 


Sapphira,  who,  like  Barnabas,  An  overemi^Msis  on  materi¬ 

als  sld  a  pi^  of  property,  al  possessions  can  be  detrimen- 
However,  me  couple  con-  tal  not  only  to  individuals,  but 
spired  to  keep  back  sme  of  churches  as  well  Whenever 
the  proceeds,  while  only  ofier-  individuals  in  the  church  dwell 
ing  a  portion  to  the  apostles,  on  material  possessions,  the 
The  ^ater  sin  is  one  of  focus  is  automatically  inward, 
duplicity  -  sayine  they  had  When  die  focus  is  on  giving,  a 
given  all  while  holding  back  a  natural  outcome  is  to  Lrok  out- 

In  wardly.  A  shift  occurs  when 
he  families  and  churches  take  their 
ia  ^es  off  of  themselves,  and 
>s-  cfevdops  a  vision  for  die  world 
1  arouna  diem.  God  has  called 
shown,  Ananias  and  Sapphira  His  diildren  to  a  life  of 

««  «  •  a  a  M 

t.  The  Greek  and  in  our  churches, 
expression  of  this  decration  On  writing  on  the  true 
can  literalfe  be  translated  "fal-  secret  of  happiness,  Natasha 
aye  sified  the  Holy  Spirit."  Josefowitz  wrote:  "Every  day 

The  There  can  be  deadly  conse-  have  something  to  do  or 
and  quences  to  lying  to  Goa.  When  somewhere  to  go.  Every  day 
ides*^  feet  confronted  by  Peter,  the  have  someone  to  call,  some- 
bmissicm,  Scripture  tells  us  that  Ananias  one  to  see,  someone  to  love. 

died  immediately.  Society  But  most  important,  every  day 


own  personal  satisfac-^^Hj^^^^Hthe  Scr4>ture  mentions  given  all  while  holding  bi 
How  mudi  is  enou^?  In  ticxi,  not  meeting  diemiQy||||H||  that  diere  were  no  needy  portion  of  the  proce^. 
die  worid  of  greed  and  selfish-  needs  of  odiers.  Yet  ri#ndlnnififf  "persons  amcmg  diem,  attempting  to  deceive 
ness,  diere  is  never  enough.  God  has  called  His  chil-  *“““*™**8  The  people  were  even  community  of  faith  and  g 
When  asked  how  much  money  dren  to  a  peculiar  lifestyle  in  willing- to  seU  some  of  their  own  reputation  for  greater  gen 
die  corporate  baron  wants  to  which  it  is  mdeed  more  blessed  possessions  if  it  meant  a  ministry  ity  than  they  actuaUy  had 

have,  his  answer  is  "just  a  little  to  mve  dian  to  receive.  toothers.  One  in  particular  was  r' - .  * - j 

bit  more."  We  see  diis  attitude  This  wedc's  lesson  focuses  on  Banuibgs,  vsdiose  name  means  really  tried  to  deceive  the  unselfish  giving,  in  our  familipa 
in  children  as  well.  It  seems  the  early  church  and  their  atti-  "Son  of  ■Encouragement”.  Here  Holy  Spirit.  The  Greek  and  in  our  churches. 

tiiat  some  of  die  first  phrases  tude  toward  giving,  and  the  he  is  also  callea  Jose^  The  . 

diey  learn  to  say  are  "no  ,  "gim-  lessons  diat  femilies  can  leam  Scripture  accounts  diat  Barnabas 

mee"  and  "mine."  There  may  ffom  diis  passage.  After  the  sda  a  fidd  he  owned  and  g 

be  two  children  playing  in  die  arrival  of  die  Holy  Spirit  at  the  prooreds  to  the  iqxisdes. 

same  room.  One  is  surrounded  Pentecost  die  eariy  cnurm  eiqTe-  image  crfbringing  die  money 

by  toys,  die  otiier  content  to  rienoed  phenomenal  growdvaivl  laying  it  at  die  aposf’'^'^ 

Slay  with  a  singular  item.  Yet,  yet  "all  me  believers  were  togetii-  paints  a  picture  of  submiss 

ie  first  is  determined  to  take  er  and  had  everydiing  in  ccxn-  not  submission  to  die  apostles, 

away  die  child's  only  t<w.  How  mon.  SelUiw  ^leir  possessions  but  to  Christ  whom  diey  repte-  today  attempts  to  minimize  die 
rnany  toys  are  enough?  Just  a  and  gcxxls,  tn^  gave  to  anyone  sented.  This  kind  of  generosity  consequences  of  sin.  However, 
litde  bit  inore.  as  he  had  need.  And  the  Lord  cannot  by  coerced.  It  comes  from  die  passage  clearly  reflects  the 

Likewise,  this  selfish  atti-  added  to  their  number  daily  a  soul  who  has  been  touched  by  reality  of  divine  judgment, 
tude  is  one  of  the  leading  caus-  diose  who  were  being  saved."  ultimate  love.  Peter  had  given  the  couple  an 

es  of  divorce  in  our  nation.  (Acts  2:44-45,  47b).  As  die  focal  However,  not  all  share  the  opportunity  to  repent,  and  give 
Many  coiroles  have  formed  passage  begins,  die  Holy  Spirit  is  same  giving  spirit.  Acts  5  an  honest  account.  \^en 
their  own  Golden  Rule  saying,  continuing^to  move  in  the  lives  of  opens  with  the  account  of  Sapphira  confirmed  the  lie,  she, 

"Get  all  I  can  while  I  can."  Their  the  early  Christians.  Ananias  and  his  wife  too,  died  immediately. 


Explore  the  Bible 

Trust  God  in  Times  of  Etefeat 

I  Kings  19:1-6,  9b-10, 15-18 


By  Harold  Simmons 


Introduction:  The  people  of 
England  were  awaiting  word  of 
the  outcome  of  the  battle 
between  Wellington  and 
Napoleon.  Finally,  a  message 
was  being  flash^  from  the 
Continent  side  of  die  Ei^lish 
Channel  to  England.  Each  trtter 
was  flashed:  ^-L-L-I-N-G-T- 
O-N  D-E-F-E-A-T-E-D...  Then  a 
very  thick  fog  rolled  across  die 
chainnel.  The  English  were 
downcast,  but  die  log  cleared 
and  die  whole  message  came 
dirough:  Wellingtcm  Defeated 
Napoleon.  Elijah  diought  he 
was  defeated  by  Jezebel,  out  he 
did  not  have  the  whole  mes¬ 
sage  that  God  would  give  him. 
He  was  depressed  and  exhaust¬ 
ed,  and  this  he  confessed  to  the 
Lord.  The  Lord  gave  Elijah  just 
what  he  needed  —  renewal. 

Depression  0  Kings  19:1-4). 
There  had  been  an  overwhdm- 


ing  victory  on  ML  I 
CaimeL  The  prot^iets  of 
Baal  were  aeaa.  Ahab 
told  Jezebel  what  had 


Simmons 


tall, 
words 


her  to  turn  from  BaaL  it : 
to  strengths  her  resolve  to  make 
Baal  the  religion  of  the  land.  The 
first  thing  SM  did  was  to  take  an 
oath  to  1^  Elfedi  widiin  the  next 
24  hours  and  men  sent  a  messen¬ 
ger  to  Elqah  to  tell  him  of  her 
plans.  The  message  caused  Elqah 
to  put  on  his  'hu^  iq)"  shoes 
ana  head  south.  El^  waited 
from  Jezerel  in  the  Northern 
Kingd(xn  to  the  soutiioTunost 
p^  of  the  Southern  Kinsdexn,  a 
distance  of  a  100  miles.  There  at 
Beersheba  El^  left  lus  servant  I 
think  there  maybe  two  reasons 
for  his  action.  First,  If  Jezebel 
caught  Elnah,  she  would  proba¬ 
bly  would  also  kill  the  servant 
(helper)  (rfElqah  Secondly,  Eln^ 
thought  his  ministry  and  life 
would  soon  be  over  and  he 


FWST  lAPnST  CHURCH  COLUMBUS^ 
Miss.,  is  currently  accepting  resumes  for  the 
position  of  Interim  Oireclor  of  preschool 
and  children's  ministries.  Plem  mail 
resumes  to  P.O.  Bok  829,  Columbus,  MS 
39703,  attn:  Robyn  Gavdon. 

SLAYDEN  ■AP1VT  CHURCH,  Slayden, 
Miss.,  (Marshall  Association)  is  seeking  an 
imerirn  musicAwotship  leader.  Please  corv 
tact  the  church  office  at  (662)  252-4559. 

E^HE^US  baHiS?  CHul£H  Df 

FOREST  is  seeking  a  youth  and  chil¬ 
dren's  minister.  Send  resume  to  3535 
Ephesus  Road,  Forest,  MS  39074  or 
call  601-469-1731.  The  job  requires 
15  hours  a  week  during  the  school 


year  and  full-time  during  the  summer. 
^Ni^TtY  OPPORTUNITY:'  Kilmicha^ 
Baptist  Church  is  seeking  a  part-time 
director  of  youth  and  children.  Please 
serfo  resumes  to:  Vbuth  Committee,  KBC, 
P.O.  Box  142,  Kilmichael,  MS  39747. 
PORTION  AVAIU^  FOR  A  A)LL- 
TIME  Kindergarten-Day  Care  Director. 
Call  (601)  372-8651. 

PINE  GROVE  BA^isT  CHURCH  IN 
Neshoba  Association  is  seeking  a  part- 
time  music  director  to  direct  graded 
choirs  and  congregation.  Send  resume 
to  PGBC,  13281  Hwy  492  E,  Union, 
MS  39365-9541  or  you  may  fax  your 
resume  to  (601)  389-6188. 


depths  of 


would  have  no  need  for  a 
servant. 

Elijah  did  not  stem 
running  at  100  miles.  He 
added  anotiier  20-25 
miles  by  going  fartiier 
into  tile  D&ert  of  Zin.  He 
found  a  broom  tree 
vtiiidi  is  a  desert  bush 
that  grows  about  12  feet 
repeated  tiie 
that  many 
ie  say  out  of  tiie 
hurt  'T  want  to 
die."  Most  Christians  can  identify 
with  the  feelings  that  Elqah  had 
at  this  time.  Egression  doesn't 
care  who  we  are  of  tiie  cennmit- 
ment  that  we  have  made  to  the 
Lend,  but  God  has  not  had  His 
last  wend  for  Elijah  or  for  us 
when  depression  comes. 

Exhaustion  Q  Kii^gs  19:S6). 
Elqah  did  what  most  erf  us  do  in 
depression.  He  retreated  into 
sleep.  Not  only  because  of  his 
depression  but  because  he  was 
v^  tired  after  walking  125 
mil^.  God  sent  a  ministering 


cu^el  to  "touch  him"  awake. 
Afto  Elijah  roused  from  sleep,  he 
heard  a  most  welcome  mess£^. 
"Get  iq>  and  eat"  Why  was  tmt 
so  important?  Dying  men  have 
no  need  of  food  because  they  are 
about  to  die.  After  eating  and  a 
refreshing  drink,  Eli^  again  lay 
down  to  sleep. 

God  always  nourishes  us 
and  gives  us  refieshment  when 
we  need  it.  He  "restores  our 
soul."  He  restores  to  us  that 
inner  feeling  again  when  we 
need  it  most.  We  don't  feel 
empty  anymore. 

Confession  (I  Kings  19:9b- 
10).  God  asked  Elijan  to  tell 
Him  exac^  how  he  felt.  The 
question,  "What  are  you  doing 
here,  Elijah?"  is  an  echo  of  tiie 

auestion  God  asked  of  Adam  in 
ie  garden  after  he  had  sinned: 
"Whra  are  you  Adam?"  In  both 
cases  God  already  knew  tiie 
answer  but  He  wanted  theper- 
sem  to  whom  He  was  spealanj 
to  do  some  introspection. 
Renewal  ( I  Kings  19:15-18). 


g 


I  do  not  believe  there  is  any¬ 
thing  that  will  renew  the  spirit 
of  a  person  that  thinks  he/she 
is  washed  up  like  a  new 
responsibility.  That  is  exactly 
what  happened  to  Elijah.  God 
gave  him  two  coronanons  and 
tne  responsibility  of  appointing 
his  successor. 

"Go  back  tiie  way  you  came"  is 
like  saying,  "whoa,  let's  backtradk 
to  the  place  you  where  you  were 
productive.''^God  wants  to  get  us 
oack  on  track  to  do  tiie  work  that 
He  has  set  out  for  us  to  do.  What 
Ffe  has  set  out  for  us  to  do  is  not 
"mate  do  work"  to  keep  us  b^. 
It  is  very  important  because  it  is 
what  He  wants  to  accomplish 
throu^  us.  God's  work  is  nigh 
priority  work. 

When  you  feel  defeated  and 
overwhelmed,  back  up  and  let 
God  give  you  another  view  of 
the  way  ahead!  It  will  be  invig¬ 
orating! 

Simmons  is  the  pastor  of  Hebron 
Church,  Grenada. 


CHURCH  PEW  UPHOLSTERY,  FREE 
estimates.  Davis  Upholstery,  Quitman, 
Miss.,  phone  (601)  776-661 7. 

WTIDHW 


ATTgNTlON  MINISTERS  and  self- 
employed.  Finally  affordable  health 
insuraiKe;  call  (662)  568-3482. 


HOPPER  CLASS  STUDIO,  CUSTOM 
church  windows,  reworking  and  repair, 
Colunjiyyiackyn.  (877)  477-1 899 


paStors,  teachers,  cNIirch 

STAFF.  Quality  Health  Insurance,  Call 
today  for  a  free  quote.  Quentin  E. 
Adams  (601)  594-5676,  quenti- 

nadams359hotmail.com. 


A  IRANb  NEW  QUEEN  Orthopedic 
mattress  set.  NEW  in  plastic  w/warr., 
sell  $119.  Call  (601)  209-0872. 

A  OutPf  MATltEtt  St,  plllm^,  NEW 
in  pladic  5ell  $175.  Call  (601)  2094)872. 


A  BRAND  NEW  KING  Orthopedic 
mattress  set.  NEW  in  plastic,  only 

$189.  Call  (601)  209-0872. _ 

LKSvILLE  •  HIOT  BAPTIST  CHURCH: 
Full-tirne  youth  and  recreation  minister. 
Send  resumes  with  photo  to:  Youth  nntor 
Search  Conwnittee,  First  Baptist  Church 
of  Leesvitle,  P.O.  Box  1568,  1400  Nolan 
Trace,  Leesville,  LA  71446;  or  email 
fbcleesville9wnonline.net. 

SLBCH  BED,  BRAND  IN  BOK.  SBl 
$250.  Call  (601)  2090672. 

BB)MX)M  SEL  brand  new  IN  BOX, 
bed,  dresser,  minor,  chest  and  nightstand. 
Sell  $550.  Call  (601)  209-0672. 
BEVERLY'S  TOURS  A  TRAVEL: 
Christian  tours  origination  in 
Starkville,  Miss.  For  brochures  call 
Beverly  Rives  at  (662)  465-8805. 


LOWa  YOUR  PHONE  BILL  BLESSED 

Hope  has  4.9  centi/minute,  (24/7),  no 
fees,  no  fine  print  and  250,000  happy 
customers.  Toll  free  (866)  587-8346  or 
info  at  www.covenantphoneservice.com. 
Home  agents  needed. 


CUSTOM  STAINHX^LASS  WINDOWS  for 
churches  and  homes.  Stained  Glassworks, 
Inc.  (800)  605-2970. 


PAR^K  LANEsi  Ml$$ltfll^^  ohly 
smoke  and  alcohol  free  bowling  center. 
Call  about  lock-in,  group  rates,  fond  rais¬ 
ers,  and  leagues.  Located  at  820  Cooper 
RMd,  iackson,  MS,  Call  (601)  372-7700 


ySuth  MINI$TCR:  EULL-TIme  M$i- 
TION  for  growing  6  1/2  year  old 
church.  Send  resume  to  Farley 
Community  Church,  12302  Bell  Road, 
Huntsville,  AL  35803. 


Mn.  UHaa  RmmU 

Mn.  Mary  Y. 
Womack 

Mfi.  Lula  A.  B—fll 
Mn.  InezL. 
WUmm 

Dr.  Jack  Sartta 

Mr.  ft  Mi*.  Tnry 
Gumpioo 

Mr.  ft  Mi*. 
Richard  Y.  DueU 

Ml*.  Ardeile  P. 
Iketd  ft  Family 
WWc  Mac  Saab 
Mr.  ft  Mi*. 
Hermaa  L.  Dungan  Jr. 
Mania  Scarlock 

Mr.  ft  Mi*.  Sedric 
W.  Smith 

Mr.  Eafcac  (Baddy) 
Scaacy 

M(.MaiyC. 
Haimon 

Mr.  Dewey  Scan 
Mr.  ft  Mr*. 

Ronnie  G.  Beck 
Mr.  ft  Mr*. 
Howard  Kelsey 
Mother  of  Mack 
ShannoB,  Sr. 

Dr.  BUly  Fox  SSC. 
Morrison  Hgts  BC 
Mrs.  Ruth  SheltoB 

Mr.  ft  Mr*.  Frank 
0.  Crosthwait  Jr. 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Ernest 
G.  Thomas 
Ruby  Shelton 
Mrs.  Callie 
Westoby 

Sam  R.  Shirley,  Jr. 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  David 
Wansley 

Grand-daughter  of  Mr, 
&  Mr*.  Jimmy  Shirley 

Rev.  ft  Mrs.  Bobby  D.  Walker  Sr. 
Mr*.  Verna  Shock 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Robeit  L.  Bradford 
Mr*.  Esther  Hodge  Shoubrock 
Spring  Hill  Baptist  Church 
Roy  Sii^ley 

FBC,  Glendale-Hattiesbuig 
Corinne  Siak 

Graeber  Brothers  Inc. 

Audrey  Van  Skiver 
Ms.  Beth  Bush 
Samuel  E.  Slockman 
Miss  Josie  L  Jiles 
Amanda  Rath  Slocum 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Calvin  Smith 
Camic  Smith 

Mrr  Addie  M.  Holloway 
ErieSayth 

Mr.  ft  Mi*.  David  Wansley 
Gladys  Smith 

Ms.  NeU  Smith 
Henry  Smith 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Howard  Bridges 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Herman  L.  Dungan  Jr. 
LecRoySadth 

Galilee  Baptist  Church 
Mrs.  Martkx  B.  lyavis 
Mrs.  Edith  A.  Smith 

Mis.  John  H.  Allgood 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Jdark  Smith 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Kenneth  Stewait 
Mis.  Richard  Thurman 
Mrs.  EUe  Canraway  Smith 

M»*  Miiy  ft.  i*8f]pnoQ 
Mr.  WWom  Ikrral  "Smie”  Smith 
hfr.  ft  Mis.  CW.  Lofton 
Mis.  John  H.AIlgood 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Jomm  Qosby 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Mark  Smith 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Kermeth  Stewart 
Mrs.  Richard  Tharmaa 
Lucy  Keen  SSC,  New  Prospect  BC- 
Brookhaven 

Mr.  ft  Mis.  J.  A.  Maggio  Jr. 

Mr.  Mike  DuughdriD 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Thomm  Ikylor 
Neal  ft  Lynn  Boaeman 
HeracheU  ft  Vicki  Gaddy 
Mary  Grace  Sgorkamn 
Mr.  Hirsm  Wdten 


Maadle  Staaford 

Mr.  ft  Mis.  Hiram  B.  Stanford  ft 
Family 

Mrs.  Stacy  StegaB 

Mr.  ft  Mis.  Ted  Dear 
Mr.  DarrsB  Stevoaooa 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  J.  D.  Cruise 


Mr.  ft  Mrs.  E.  O.  Templetoa  Jr. 
Mrs.  Leafy  Woolaa 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Robeit  L.  Wilson 
Corbett  Worthy 

Thomas  ft  Melanie  Ligon 
Corley  Worthy 

Mr.  ft  kto.  Perry  Sprabeny 
Mr.  Roger  Earl  Young 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  David  Denton 
Cindy  ft  Jimmie  Crain 
Mrs.  Betty  ZcHff 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Joseph  C.  Hull 


The  Family  of  Charles  L.  Miller 
Tommy  ft  Jeannie  Vicken 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Richard  L.  Williams 
Dr.  ft  Mrs.  Donald  R.  Humbetg 
Ms.  Evelyn  K.  Posner 
Green  Eye  Institute,  P.A. 

A1  Butler 

Mrs.  Imogene  L.  Penn 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  E.  O.  Templeton  Jr. 
Louis  Cartoon 

Mis.  Bill  Amos 
Doris  Cole 

Philene  &  Stuait  Allen 
David  Coleman 

Shuqualak  Baptist  Church 
Pete  Collins 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Leroy  Peeples 
Bill  Collums 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Aubry  Hays 
Thomas  C.  Conn 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Lendon  E.  Brown 
Billy  Ray  Cooper 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Floyd  E.  Coil 
Elma  Cothren 

Siloam  Baptist  Church 
Webb  Coward 

Ms.  Hazel  B.  C!ain 
Concord  Baptist  Church 
Margie  Cox 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Allen  H.  Mapp  Jr. 

Mrs.  Hazel  S.  Dallison 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Roy  Gray 
Jimmy  Daniels 

Ms.  Katie  K.  Holden 
Mr.  Emmett  Ray  Daniels,  Sr. 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Dennis  L.  McPhail 
Roy  DeFreese 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Robert  R.  Dillard 
Ms.  Olive  Dickens 

Sr.  Adult  Ladies  SSC,  Arlington 
Heights  BC 
Joe  Dill 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Maurice  L.  Malone  Sr. 

Rose  Donnell 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Phillip  R.  Hilton 
Mr.  Charles  Douglas 
Mrs.  Bal  Mobley 
Nora  Betty  Haden  Dooms 

Mrs.  Walter  P.  McMurohy 
Emily  Jones  Duke 

Mrs.  Caroline  K.  Lilly 
Linda  Hambrick  Dunn 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  William  A.  Switzer 
William  H.  Farr 

Navilla  Baptist  Church 
Ms.  Noye  Fikes 

Mrs.  Sue  B.  Burton 
Daoid  Fox,  Sr. 

Mrs.  Lucille  H.  Harris 
Dean  Freahour 

Mashulaville  BC*Macon 
WilUam  Dale  Gamer 
Ms.  Elzene  P.  Bell 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Clarence  Triplen 
Ms.  Maxine  Ainswoith 
D.  F.  Gates 

Mrs.  Carolyn  C.  Woodward 
Fletcher  Gattis 

Mr.  ft  Mis.  Itony  Neal  Carder  ft 

Family 

David  W.  Giles 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  S.  S.  Crocker 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  J.  Sam  Lackey 
Martha  GUI 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  William  L  Hays 
Mrs.  Edwin  B.  King 
Nannie  GIMespIs 

Mrs.  Mary  Y.  Womack 
Mr.  Charics  Jo^  Gonooulln 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Paul  D.  Allen 
Mrs.  Mac  Goodin 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Harry  H.  Russell 
Brady  Graham 

Ms.  Ireta  W.  Graham 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Hubert  T.  Kendrick 
Bobby  Grant 

Mrs.  Minnie  Merle  Boykin 
Mrs.  Chau  JenniagB  Grigg 

Oktibbeha  Cty  Hoqiilal-Bowd  ft  Ad 
Mrs.  jesrai  Gragg 

Mr.  ft  Mis.  Perry  Spraberry 
Mr.  Rufhs  Griffin 

Dr.  ft  Mn.  Linuel  D.  Jayroe 


Mr.  ft  Mn.  Jess  H.  Dickinson 
Mn.  HIda  IVupp  Strickland 

Dorcas  S^,  FBC-Starkville 
Kenneth  Stroud 

Sinn  ft  Hobert  Ibmily 
SaaonStroap 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  Darren  Randall 
Patsy  Sugg 

Judith  Bailey 
Jimmie  ft  Sharon  Bowie 
Mary  B.  Sullivan 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  George  A.  Milam 
Mrs.  Evora  A.  SalUvaB 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  W.  A.  Lane 
Robert  E.  "Robby"  Jr.  Ihylor 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  John  L.  Prine 
Mrs.  Maggie  Teague 

Mr.  Norman  Weathenby  Jr. 

Mrs.  Modinc  Thomas 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  Doyce  C.  Tucker 
Mr.  Earl  Tllghman 

Gene  ft  Giulia  Saucier 
Mrs.  WaUic  THUS 

Mn.  Ruby  T.  Thornhill 
Mrs.  Hugh  Tompkin 

Mn.  Mamie  K.  Welch 
Mrs.  Lorraine  Toney 

Mn.  Lorena  B.  Newman 
ErinlhrUn 

Mn.  Fred  M.  Rogen 
Dorothy  Dimer 

Dr.  Raanne  Tuidle 
J.  J.  Dimer 

Ms.  Mary  Helen  Henry 
The  Evie  D.  Dirner  Family 
Mrs.  Virginia  "SHt"  Vance 
Ms.  Maltha  R.  Kirk 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Robert  L.  Wlson 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Hayes  Branscome 
Thomas  ft  Melanie  Ligon 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Jack  McRee 
Mn.  Ruth  Reedy 
Mr.  Leonard  Walden 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  Roy  Gray 
Sylvester  Walker 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  Hubert  T.  Kendrick 
Lamar  Wallace 

Mn.  Lorena  B.  Newman 
Mr.  J.  T.  Walsh 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  J.  D.  Cruise 
Charles  Ward 

Mn.  Lucille  H.  Harris 
Jim  Brodic  Ward 

Unity  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  ft  Mis.  Alle  Neely.  Josh  ft  Kyle 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  (Zbris  Ranfirow  ft  Giils 
Aniut,  Patti  ft  Maria  Renfrow 
Cedi  Watts,  Sr. 

Aduh  Men's  SSC,  Springfield  BC 
CHftoa  G.  "Onto"  Watts 
C.C.  Family  Davis 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Ray  Ford 
Eva  Gill 

Mrs.  Heica  WeatbciuH 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  Terry  Champion 
Mr.  David  Webb 

Mis.  Opal  P.  Graves 
D.  D.  "Baddy"  Wefaner,  Jr. 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  Robert  W.  King 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  C.  M.  MitcheU 
Mr.  ft  Mis.  Wallace  A.  Clay 
Mrs.  Ida  Mae  White 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Roy  Gray 
Mr.  Robert  White 

Mr.  Mike  Daughdrill 
Mn.  Joe  A.  Sumrow 
Mrs.  Iraae  Whittingloa 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Robeit  R.  Waymire 


January  16  -  31, 2003 
Honors 


McComb  Area  Physkians 
Buirow  Pathology 
Mrs.  Loricc  Beall 

Ms.  Elzene  P.  Bell 
Mrs.  Camille  Cooeiiy 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  Patrick  Coneriy 
Mrs.  Mary  Ferguson 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  Patrick  Coneriy 
Mrs.  NeMa  Maxine  Gilliam 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  Kearney  Shelton 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Billy  Johnson 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  B.  G.  Crane 
BUly  ft  Marilyn  King 

Mr.  Sherrell  Sturdivant 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Sidney  Little 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  Thomas  H.  Myen 
Roger  ft  LaveUe  McCully 
Ms.  Billie  C.  McCully 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Edmond  M.  Stevens 

Lt.  Col  ft  Mn.  Edwin  A.  Watson 
Mr.  Ernest  Wells 

Sanctuary  SSC,  FBC-Brandon 
Brick  ft  Phyllis  Young 

Mr.  Sherrell  Sturdivant 


Ronny  E.  Robinson,  Executive  Director 
P.O.  Box  27 

Clinton,  MS  39060-0027 
(601)  922-2242 
e-mail:  bcvl(g>misnet.com 
www.baptistchildrensvillage.com 


Memorials 


Vastie  Adams 

Bo  ft  Linda  Surber 
Michael  Lane  Allbritton 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  Freddie  L.  Jones 
Eari  Alien 

Billie  Bums 

Greg  ft  Cheryl  Moore  ft  Family 
Walter  ft  Mickey  Moore 
Mr.  W.  E.  (BUI)  Amos 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  HoUis  Harrell 
Mn.  Joy  L.  Harris 
Ms.  Elizabeth  O.  Campbell 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Ted  Dear 
Mrs.  Opal  Ashley 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  Paul  D.  Allen 
Adrian  Flynt  Barhans,  Jr. 

Robert  ft  Mary  Shows 
Canline  ft  WendeU  Backstrom 
Amy  ft  Geofge  Lee  Carter 
LonlosBmnuatiao 

Dungan  Engineering  PA 


January  1  - 15, 2003 
Memoruls 


Mrik  Bobby  (Charlotte)  Ray 

Mr.  Ray  McGee  — 

Mr.  and  Mn.  Charles  Dew 
Mrs.  EdRh  AUca  Raybom 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  Paul  D.  Allen 
Mrs.  Ubby  Read 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  Joseph  C.  Hull 
Mrs.  Attdena  Reeves 

Alison  R.  Van  Norman  ft  Family 
Ida  Mae  Reid 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  Wallace  Avant 
NeUReid. 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Herman  L.  Dungan  Jr. 

Lee  Rents 

Mn.  Robert  B.  Mullins 
H.  R.  Reynolds 

Mr.  BUly  Mack  McEachern 
Mrs.  Edna  Mae  Rhodes 
Mr.  BUI  H.  Davis 
Mrs.  Margaret  Rke 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  Paul  D.  Allen 
T.J.Rice 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  Roy  D.  Hendricks 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  E.  O.  Templeton  Jr. 
Daughter  (Pat)  of  Mrs.  Haael  Rleher 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Jimmie  Mitchell 
Mrs.  Louke  Ritchey 

Charles  ft  EsteUe  Owens 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Hansel  Scruggs 
Johnny  Ray  Roherta,  Sr. 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  Chester  N.  Herrington 
Adin  Moon  Roberts 

Vota  Viu  SSC.  FBC-HazMiurst 
Mrs.  EsteUe  Lamb 
Harold  Robert* 

Mn.  Bessie  T.  Parish 


Ms.  Dorothy  Ward 
Mr.  Janam  Benefield 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  Doyle  Boomer 
Vernon  Bibby 

Cecelia  Brister's  SSC,  FBC-Summit 

EricBhmfcley 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  Robert  N.  Walten 
Mrs.  Mable  Bkmnt 

Women  of  the  Moose 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Dudley  R.  Bozeman 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Oliver  N.  King 
Mr.  Janaas  Winston  Bracey,  Sr. 

Ruth  ft  Henry  Grubb* 


Ms.  Martha  J.  Phillip* 

Dan  Breland,  Jr. 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  John  L.  Prine 
George  L.  Bryant 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  Ron  K.  PhUUp* 
Mr.  John  Bounds 

Aduh  Choir,  FBC-Macoo 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Dovid  Baige 
Mrs.  Louise  BnBock 

Mark  ft  Cheryl  Cummins 
Ted  ft  Kay  Cummins 
Betty*  Lamb  Boms 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  Jesse  E.  Brock 
Mr.  Robert  Lee  Barrow,  Jr. 


Dr.ftMn.J.G.PeelerJr. 
Drs.  Louis  ft  Rie  Somlai 

Mrs.  LadOe  Rohineon 
Mn.  Fern  M.  Lyler 
Mrs.  Ann  Rowell 

Dr.  ft  Mn.  Linuel  D.  Jayroe 
r.  J.  RosraB 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  G.  B.  Steele 
Lasaya  O.  RneaeB 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  W.  W.  Watson 


Mr.  ft  Mis.  WUliam  N.  Wilkerson 


The  Tommy  Floyd  Family 


Danny  ft  Deb  Young 


Wal-Mart 
pulls  racy 
magazines 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)— 
Wal-Mart  has  pulled  three  mag¬ 
azines  from  its  shelves  follow¬ 
ing  customer  complaints  about 
their  ra^  covers  and  content. 
The  nation's  largest  retailer  will 
no  longer  be  selling  Stuff, 
Maxim  and  FHM  —  three  mag¬ 
azines  many  pro-family  groups 
believe  border  on  pornography. 

The  decision  came  after  "lis¬ 
tening  to  our  customers  and 
associates,"  Wal-Mart  spokes¬ 
woman  Melissa  Berryhill  told 
The  New  York  Times.  "I  know 
we've  heard  on  at  least  one  of 
those  magazines,  they  weren't 
pleased  with  the  offering." 

Wal-Mart  has  been  under 
pressure  from  Christian  groups 
to  remove  the  magazines,  the 
newspaper  reported.  The 
Timothy  Plan,  a  pro-family 
mutual  funds  management  firm, 
has  been  pressuring  Wal-Mart 
either  to  remove  Cosmopolitan 
^  magazines  from  check-out  lanes 
'■  or  "cover"  the  often  racy  covers. 
Its  president,  Arthur  Ally,  said 
magazines  like  Stuff,  Maxim  and 
FHM  can  serve  as  a  portal  to 
other  forms  of  pxjrnography. 

"It  is  soft-score  pornogra¬ 
phy,"  he  told  The  Times.  "It's 
very  addictive  and  leads  to 
harder  stuff." 

Magazine  experts  say  Wal- 
Mart  carries  much  clout.  "They 
are  extremely  important,"  Dan 
Capell  of  Capell's  Circulation 
Report,  a  newsletter  about 
magazine  circulation,  told  The 
Times.  "They  are  the  largest 
retailers  of  magazines  and 
probably  the  fastei^growing." 
j  Wal-Maft^l^TS>es  not  sell 
CDs  that  cir^-lal^s  warning 
j  of  explicrt-sJyfifci^-The  Ximes 
^reported,  .in^t&id,  Wal-Mart 
‘■^^lls  sanitized  versions  ofCDs, 
jfcwith  some  of  them  having 
^"^songs  omitted.  It  already 
requires  proof  of  age  identifi¬ 
cation  for  those  purchasing 
video  games  labeled  for 
mature  audiences. 
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N.  American  missionaries  commissioned 


MINISTERING  IN  MAINE  —  Ron  and  Betty  Rich  share  about  their  work  as  mission¬ 
aries  in  Maine,  where  Ron  is  director  of  missions  for  the  Maine  Baptist  Association, 
during  a  North  American  Mission  Board  commissioning  service  May  4  at  Johnson 
Ferry  Church  in  Marietta,  Ga.  (BP  photo  by  James  Dotson) 


MARIETTA,  Ga.  (BP)  —  A  group  of  57 
North  American  Mission  Board  (NAMB) 
missionaries  was  commissioned  at 
Johnson  Ferry  Church  in  Atlanta  May  4, 
symbolizing  the  prayer  and  financial 
support  of  both  the  local  church  and 
Southern  Baptists  across  the  country. 

The  missionaries  serve  in  partnership 
with  state  conventions  and  local  associa¬ 
tions  to  plant  churches,  coordinate  associa- 
tional  missions  efforts,  minister  amid 
mner<ity  poverty,  and  otherwise  work  to 
see  individuals  come  to  faith  in  Christ. 

Two  missionaries  interviewed  by  Bryant 
Wright,  pastor  of  the  north  Atlanta  congre¬ 
gation,  illustrated  the  diversity  of  the  group. 

Britton  Elliott  is  a  missions  ministry 
consultant  with  the  Spartanburg  (S.C.) 
County  Baptist  Network,  working  to 
mobilize  churches  and  volunteers  for 
joint  missions  efforts. 

"1  speak  at  our  different  churches  and 
plan  exciting  avenues  for  people  to  experi¬ 
ence  the  biasings  of  God  mrough  mis¬ 
sions,"  she  said.  'Ghurches  are  eajger  to  do 
that,  but  not  really  sure  what  to  cfo.  So  my 
job  is  to  empower  them  and  equip  them  to 
go  out  and  serve  God." 

Lloyd  Byers  Jr.,  meanwhile,  serves  as 
director  or  missions  for  Guam  Baptist 
Association  —  the  farthest  outpost  of 
NAMB's  work,  located  just  east  of  the 
Philippines. 

His  job  is  much  the  same  as  that  of 
directors  of  missions  in  many  pioneer 
areas,  serving  as  a  resource  for  local 
churches  in  recruiting  pastors,  starting 
churches,  and  otherwise  presenting  a 
Christian  witness  to  the  community. 

"It's  very  interesting,  because  there 
are  so  many  nationalities,"  he  said.  "Our 
role  is  to  support  the  pastors  and 
Disaster  Relief  forces." 

NAMB  President  Robert  E.  "Bob" 
Reccord,  speaking  during  the  third  service  of 
the  morning  in  the  packed  sanctuary,  dnal- 


lenged  the  congregation  to  respond  to  God's 
calion  their  own  lives.  Addressing  the  theme 
that  has  come  to  symbolize  NAMB's  work, 
he  caUed  on  all  bebevers  to  "answer  His  call, 
tell  His  stoty,  and  change  your  world." 

"Every  Christian  is  called  by  God  to  be 
on  mission  for  Him,"  Reccord  said.  "You're 
either  going  to  be  a  missionary  right  where 
you  are,  or  you're  going  to  be  a  mission 
field  in  need  of  a  missionary." 


The  interesting  thing,  he  said,  is  that  if 
an  individual  is  mithful  to  answer  His  call 
and  tell  His  story,  "you  inevitably  will 
change  your  world." 

There  are  currently  more  than  5,200 
NAMB  missionaries.  The  next  commis¬ 
sioning  service  for  newly  appointed 
missionaries  is  scheduled  for  Aug.  24  at 
the  Century  II  Convention  Center  in 
Wichita,  Kan. 


Graham,  singers  crusade  for  Christ  in  San  Diego 


SAN  DIEGO  (BP)  — 
Christian  artists  Third  Day  and 
Michael  W.  Smith  helped 
launch  Billy  Graham's  Mission 
San  Diego  evangelistic  cam¬ 
paign  with  a  crowd  of  54,0(X) 


May  8  at  Qualcomm  Stadium. 

'It's  an  honor  to  be  part  of 
it,"  Third  Day  lead  singer  Mac 
.  "  Diego 


Powell  told'  the  San 
Union-Tribvme. 

Smith  added  patriotic 


fer¬ 


vor  to  the  evening  when  he 
waved  a  large  American  fl^ 
on  stage  in  support  of  U.^ 
troops.  "I  love  this  county!" 
Smith  shouted  prior  to  singing 
America  the  Beautiful. 


PROUD  TO  BE  AMERICAN  —  Vocalist  Michael  W.  Smith,  in  a  tribute  to  U.S.  troops,  waved  an 
American  flag  and  sang  America  the  Beautiful  on  the  opening  night  of  Billy  Graham's  Mission  San 
Diego  evangelistic  campaign.  (BP  photo  by  Tobin  Perry) 


The  84-year-old  Graham, 


in  typical  fashion,  turned  the 
evenmg  heavenward.  After  a 
standing  ovation  spanning 
several  minutes,  ASSIST 
News  Service  reported  that 
the  evangelist  spoke  of  the 
war  in  Iran  —  the  San  Diego 
area  provided  one-fifth  of  tne 
Iraq  fighting  force  —  the 
SAfe  epidemic,  the  ongoing 
battle  against  AIDS,  and  the 
tornadoes  that  had  devastat¬ 
ed  parts  of  the  country. 

'Not  in  my  lifetime  have  I 
seen  so  many  problems,"  ASSIST 
quoted  Graham  as  saying. 

Citing  his  own  fragile 
health,  mcluding  Parkinson's 
disease,  and  his  wife  Ruth's 
health  —  she  is  now  bedrid¬ 
den  at  their  home  in 
Montreat,  N.C.  —  Graham 
then  spoke  of  mortality. 

"All  of  us  here  are  going  to 
die,"  ASSIST  quoted  Graham  as 
saying.  "In  die  next  60  or  70 
years,  almost  everybody  in  this 
stadium  will  be  gone." 

At  the  end  of^s  30-minute 
Mrmon,  again'in  typical  fash¬ 
ion,  Graham  ^ked  his  audi¬ 
ence  to  "get  up  out  of  your 
seats"  and  commit  their  lives 
to  Jesus  ChristL  More  than 
3,1()0  people  came  forward  in 
response  to  Graham's  invita¬ 
tion,  ASSIST  reported. 
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